RULES FOR TRAVELING WITH DOGS THROUGH EUROPE
(28-10-2004)
Since October 2004 some rules for traveling with dogs through Europe have changed. The European Union has tried to simplify the rules and make them the same for all countries.
So, in general, for traveling within the European Union, you have to apply the following rules:

1. Every dog needs to have a new official  European animal passport

2. Every dog has to have a microchip (or for the coming 8 years a good readable tatouage is allowed)

3. Every dog has to be vaccinated against rabies Animals younger than 3 months do not have to be vaccinated against rabies if they are accompanied by their mother or have a declaration that they grew up in a rabies-free environment.
Because these rules apply to the E.U. it is important to know which countries are member of the E.U.. These are:  Belgium, Netherlands, Denmark, Germany, France, Greece, Italy, Ireland, Luxembourg, Austria, Portugal, Finland, Sweden, United Kingdom, and the new members: Czech, Slovak, Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland and Slovenia.

Some countries have additional rules, Norway, Sweden, Ireland and the United Kingdom ask for a blood titer determination against rabies, and have strict de-worming rules.

There are also some rules that in general apply to commercial import, but it is wise to inform yourself about:
Belgium: Max. 5 dogs are allowed (if more you have to inform the Veterinary department)

Germany: when importing more than 3 animals you need an import permit (but when you call the amassed and tell your reason of visiting Germany it mostly is enough).
IMPORTANT: dogs >20kg, or higher than 40cm, should always be on lease and you need to have a muzzle with you

Finland: Obligatory de-worming 24-72 hours before arrival with praziquantel (www.mmm.fi)

France: When importing more than 3 dogs you need an import permit (tel 033 (0) 1 49 55 84 72 )

Austria: Also max 3 dogs, with exception mother with puppies.

Czech: When staying more than 3 months an import permit is necessary.
As you see, a lot of countries state a maximum numbers of dogs, these rules however did already exist for the last 2 years. When I called the local responsible authority they said that there was no problem for mushers with more dogs. But as the rules are written down as it is, I think that it is wise to cell the embassy of the country you are going to, to get the latest information.  (The same applies for Switzerland)

Important non E.U. country: Switzerland
To travel to Switzerland you need also an official dog passport written in German, French, Italian or Deutsch, animals younger than 3 months only require a health certificate. It is important that the color and markings are noted correctly in the passport. There is a maximum of 3 dogs, but as you can read on the official veterinary website of the Swiss government 
(http://www.bvet.admin.ch/ein-ausfuhr/e/einfuhr/merkblatt_reiseverk/m-huka.pdf)

when you come with more animals they just have to be controlled at the border by a veterinarian. As also this rule exists more than 2 years already I called last year to the Swiss embassy and then is was enough to state where and when you were crossing the border. So here also, just call and you are certain.
Anyway, it should also be made very clear that in the EU(15) with "Schengen" there are no more controls at borders. In addition, it is many years now that in France, for example, there were no more controls for the number of dogs crossing the border.
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