
FISTC GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2004, NOVA PEC

REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Delegates,


I am happy to welcome you to this General Assembly of the FISTC in Nova Pec, Czech Republic.


I would like to thank our Czech friends for their kind invitation and take this opportunity to warmly thank Pavel and Andrea Kucera and Jana Henychova and the musher club of Long Hair Tails on the Cap for all what they did for and with the FISTC this year. 


In fact, after 32 years of mushing, I discovered something new and I learnt a lot in Destnè. This European Championship MD/LT has been one of the most fantastic races I ever saw. Everything was special and contributed to the success: the location, the trail, the weather and the organisation team, including of course, Olivier Favre, Walter Treichl and Arno Roos. I would also underline that all the requirements were met and it was the first FISTC race with four FCI judges for the dog control. 


This season has been one of the best in many years for the FISTC as we were able to organise both championships.


The Sprint European Championship took place in Auronzo di Cadore. A fantastic race with, once again, 200 mushers. The trail was extremely well prepared and the person responsible for it did an excellent work; in addition, this is one of the most beautiful trails for sprint races in Europe.


However, we had some problems, particularly with computers, with some dogs also as we had no specific judges on that race and, finally, we had the first case of doping. At least, in Auronzo the FISTC Board was able to show that its members are hard workers and could solve all problems and face successfully any situation, even the most unexpected. The cooperation with the C.I.S., the Italian club, has been good and friendly. If the trail is one of the best, that race needs some more “decorum” to be able to meet the standards raised by races like Donovaly and Werfenweng. 


From the administrative point of view, this year was as usual a year of hard work for most of the board members.


However, once again I should say, we missed some of our targets. First of all it is extremely difficult for the FISTC to have sponsors. This is almost impossible and it is a pity because we need money to improve our communication. Communication is the second target that we missed. In fact, while we were able to develop a new and better website thanks to Luc Put, his son and André Vandeput, I personally believe that we miss a newsletter as such newsletter would enable us to approach new countries and maybe some sponsors with a better visibility. 


New countries is the third issue on which we still can improve. Some work is going on with the FCI with which we are trying to put in place new working dog classes for our four breeds, which would imply to have in most countries working sled dog clubs that could then join the FISTC. 


On other aspects, I must say that we have been quite successful and the treasurer will be able to show you in a few minutes some positive balance sheets. I would also thank Franz Stadolka for having organised a FISTC race Marshal Course with the participation of Olivier Favre and I hope that other courses will take place in other countries in the near future.


Finally I will underline and welcome new Federations in Austria and Germany, as this shows that our pure breed sled dog sport is growing and this is extremely positive. 


I will finish my report in thanking the members of the board who did an excellent work over these two years and to thank in all member countries all those who cooperated and supported us. Our dogs and the FISTC have a bright future in front of them !


Thank you for your attention.   
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