








Gouda, 29-5-2009

Dear delegates, dear friends,

Let me start to tell you that I'm sorry that I am not able to join you in Taxenbach. While you are hopefully enjoying a good meeting, I will be almost dying, participating in the Liechtenstein marathon, where you not only have to run 42,195km, but also have to manage over 1800 metres height difference. I guess this will give me an impression about the leisture that your dogs are doing for you every race! (I suspect that my result will be not good enough to worry about a dopingtest, or fame for the rest of my life.)

Then my report of last season:

This season we were lucky because we could again organise all our races!

First I want to thank the FIMSS for organizing a good Cartrace championship! The only minus was the fact that we were not able to taste the frogs. Later in the winter we had another great race in Werfenweng. I want to thank the organisation and also Walter Treichl because they organised the contact with the university of Vienna so that 5 students came to help with the pre-race vetcheck and the rest of the race. Together with the 3 students from the Utrecht university, our physiotherapist Nanda and myself, we had a great, big vet team of 10 persons, supported by Guust Zagers for the animal welfare. This was the reason that the vet check was for the first time completed before the opening ceremony. As we expected the organisation in Werfenweng was perfect. 

Of course the animal welfare issue was very hot, and I have heard many mushers complaining about the fact that some of them got a warning and others (whose boxes were the same of worse in their opinion) not. I can understand that this is irritating, but on the other hand we must realise ourselves that animal welfare is of very big importance for our sport! Not only and in the first place because we must do it for our animals, but also because we are watched constantly, and people who do not understand our sport, and the joy our dogs have in their sport, look for every possibility to place us in a bad light. So I agree that the way we handeled this issue was probably not perfect, but on the other hand neccesary. To make things easier and more objective for you, Guust will have some suggestions about the boxes and their size later on.

After Werfenweng we would have gone to Italy for the middistance races, but because of snow conditions that was not possible and we had to move to Inzell. Again I think a big thank you to Inzell is in place, because everything was arranged in a very short time, and it looked like it was planned with a year preparation time. To the FIMSS I would like to say that I hope we can visit them sometime in the future.

Doping controles:

I would like to thank all mushers for their cooperation with the doping controls, it works much better when everybody is understanding and willing to help. The best news of course is the fact that we had no positive dopingtests this season!!

Vaccinations:

The issue of vaccinations seems to be a difficult one. I think many mushers underestimate the risks of especially a Bordetella infection. Those ones who claim that vaccination is not useful are very misinformed! Bordetella can not only cause a serious bronchitis (and even pneunomia), but also mild symptoms during a very long period. The last effects are often overlooked, which is strange because you spend lots of time and money to try and let your dog perform 100%, and on the other hand you want to take a risk, because dogs with such mild bordetella infections will NEVER perform 100%. 

I think the main reason of the complaints is money, because this is a new vaccination. On the other hand when your dogs get bordetella it would cost you a lot more money on vet costs, and also if you follow a good vaccination strategy you can save money on your vaccinations.

There are Rabies vaccins which are valid 3 years instead of one ( savings 2 rabies vaccinations in 3 years), several components of the coctail of some brands are also valid for 3 years, sothat you only have to give leptospirosis the other years (savings 2 times only leptospirosis instead of a coctail in 3 years time). 

Another thing that is not clear is that the Bordetella vaccination is obligatory, not the nose spray. You can also choose for an injection vaccination such as pneumodog, this is probably a bit cheaper.

As a vet I'm concerned with the health of the dogs, and because during our races we have very much dogs on a small place, which increases the chance of infection, therefore our dogs must be completely protected against dangerous diseases. Here I will give you a vaccination scheme as we use it in the Netherlands, and you know, Dutch are on the penny:

Year 1: 
cocktail (parvo,canine distemper, liver disease (HCC,CAV-2), leptospirosis)



kennelcough (para-influenza + bordetella)



rabies

Year 2 and 3:
leptospirosis



kennelcough (para-influenza + bordetella)

As mentioned before this season was the last one in which we allowed people to start if there was no bordetella vaccination with valid reason. In the season 2009/2010 there will be no exceptions, as everybody has enough time to do things the right way.

The future:

As everybody else, we in the board are looking to the future of our sport. And of course we take notice of the opinion of the mushers. As we already knew, and with the petition of the mushers in Werfenweng was confirmed once more, some mushers want to know if there is a possibility to cooperate with the WSA. This possibility has been discussed in the board already at several earlier occasions during the last 1,5 year. I myself have contacted the president of the WSA last year and planned a meeting with him in Sweden, which he unfortunately had to cancel because of timeproblems. But now we are planning a meeting of the president and vice-president of the WSA with Franco and myself. Hopefully Franco can already tell you the date during this GA. In my opinion cooperation is the future and probably neccesary for the sport. When we plan on doing something, we should bear in mind that it must be the sport that benefits, and not a view of some individual mushers. Therefor there is no use, and I even think it would be a disadvantage to let FISTC members start on WSA races, because what will happen then is that two organisations will keep working next to each other instead of with each other. I understand that this is a difficult discussion, and therefore it is even more a problem that I can not join you this meeting, but I can promise you all that I and with me all board members are thinking and working hard to find a solution, which is in the interest of the sled dog sport as a whole.

Have a good meeting, and I will now start on another pasta meal....

If I survive, we will meet next winter.

Arno Roos

Vice-president and Vet

