MINUTES OF THE FISTC GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

june 6 & 7  2009- TAXENBACH - Austria

1)
Welcome.

The president welcomes all participants to the 24th GA of FISTC and thanks our friends of SSVO for organizing the meeting.
2)
Definition of the participants and list of votes.

The number of votes is 18 at the beginning of the meeting. 

	Austria
	Erich Astelbauer
	SSVO
	2x

	
	
	
	

	Belgium
	---
	
	

	Czech
	---
	
	

	Denmark
	---
	
	

	
	
	
	

	France
	Chantal Godimus
	FFPTC
	4x

	
	
	
	

	Germany
	Andy Birkel
	SSD
	2x

	
	Wolfgang Speer
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Hungary
	Andrea Der
	AsESZKSE
	2x

	
	
	
	

	Italy CIS
	Doriano Matterazzo
	CIS
	1x

	Italy FIMSS
	Massimo Bassan
	FIMSS
	1x

	
	Gabriella Rafaelli
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Netherlands
	Frans Weischer
	MHSC
	2 x

	
	Guus Glastra
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Slovakia 
	Dano Miro
	SK Donly
	1x

	
	
	
	

	
	Anton Miklovic
	SAJPS
	1x

	
	
	
	

	Slovenia
	
	
	2x

	
	
	
	

	Total number of votes
	18


3)
Adoption of the agenda.

The agenda was unanimously adopted.

4)
Reports of Board members

All the reports were read by the following board members, as well as the report of the financial controllers, who stated that the accounting was correct. 


The reports are attached as apendix to these minutes.

· President

· Vice -president and Veterinarian

· Secretary and Webmaster 

· Treasurer

· Technical director Sprint

· Technical Director MD / LT

· Technical Director - cart races

· Report of the financial controllers.
The reports are attached as apendix to these minute
5)
Discharging the members of the board.

Voting results: against: 0 ; abstentions: 0 ; in favour: 18

6) 
Adoption of the minutes of the GA 2008 in Shoonloon (NL) 

The secretariat didn't receive any remarks during the year concerning the minutes of the last G.A.

The minutes were unanimously adopted by all voting members.

7)
Admission of new members.

ICELAND : still waiting for the documents, so a provisional temporary admission is provided

AUSTRIA : we have two requests from Austria :  ÖSSV  and   Mushing Austria

Mushing Austria had sent all the documents only in German  and has been asked to provide all the documents in english and we are waiting for this.

ÖSSV  is formed by  a club which before was in SSVÖ. A discussion followed to understand the reasons of this division.

The Board advises to have in Austria only one federation and proposes a meeting between the two federations with the mediation of Walter Treichl.

It is asked to ÖSSV if they want to withdraw their request or if they want that  their admission as a second federation to be voted for by the GA.

The ÖSSV asks that their application has to be voted for. 
Voting results on the application of a second Austrian Federation : against: 10; abstentions: 4; in favour: 4.

Therefore the second Austrian federation is not admitted. 
8)
Request and proposals from the board and Member countries.


Proposals from the Board

· The Board proposes to introduce a Ski-joring class with two dogs, both sprint and MD. Like in all other classes the dog should be attached to eachother with a neck line, or when running in one line, the second (wheel) dog should be attached to the central line by a towline and a neckline. 
Voting results: against: 0; abstentions: 0; in favour: 18.

· The Board proposes to have separate ranking for women in ski-joring as soon as as 3 (three) or more competitors are on the startinglist.

Voting results: against: 0; abstentions: 0; in favour: 18.

· The Board proposes  to drop the obligatory weight in long trail champioship. The musher only will need to have a full equipment with him/her according to the list in the race rules.

Voting results: against: 1; abstentions: 2; in favour: 15.

· The board proposes to point 5 different places which are entitled to organize a European championship MD/LT. The championship will rotate between these places. The advantage is that if the race cannot be held in one place because of lack of snow, one of the other places can take over. The musher will know the organizing places and the reserve places and in following order. The Board suggests one place in Germany (Inzell), one in Austria (Innerkrems), one in Slovakia, one in Ceck Republic and one in Italy. The organizing countries can change the place, when approved by the GA.

Voting results: against: 0; abstentions: 0; in favour: 18.

-    The FISTC dog pass may disappear. The last pages of the EC dog passport can be used, Mushers should be reminded that it is obligatory  to have a photo of the dog in the EC passport. The stamp of the club must  be partly on the picture

Voting results: against: 0; abstentions: 0; in favour: 18.


Proposals from the Member countries.


SSVÖ Austria

- The SSVO asks the FISTC General Assembly to allow the following application:

1) abolition of the Bordatella vaccination and restrction of the duty vaccination for the participation in international masteries of the FISTC. 
Several countries indicated that they are against that vaccination for various reasons, including the fact that the vaccination is not available in the country, that the „nose spray“ is not really efficient or that their vets say that the efficiency is not proved. Despite the recommendations provided by Arno Roos in his statement, the vote on the abolition of the bordetella vaccination gave the following results:

Voting results: against: 6; abstentions: 1; in favour: 9.
2)  Application n° 2 was withdrawn.
3) Shortening of the distance lenght in all categories in sprint races on snow:


D and C: 
8 – 10Km


B and SJ:
10 – 13 Km


A:
13 – 15 Km


O: 
15 – 18 Km

The Board, judging the distances too short, proposes the following distances:


D and C: 
8 – 12Km


B and SJ:
13 – 15 Km


A:
15 – 20 Km


O: 
20 – 25 Km

Voting results: against: 0; abstentions: 0; in favour: 18.
As a consequence, these are the new distances to be taken into consideration when organizing the FISTC Sprint Championships on snow.
4) opening of the category Skijoring in the middle distance to two dogs.


Already proposed by the Board and adopted
5) Issues of wildcards by the FISTC to the land federation responsible not in each case accompanying Musher only in reasonable isolated cases


Wild card can be issued only in the case a national federation member of the FISTC does not exist.
6) SSVÖ ask for the future to avoid firework in opening cerimony of WC/EC.

The ban of using fireworks on the championships will be included in the contract that FISTC uses with the city where championships are held.
Schlittenhundesport Deutschland (SSD) Germany
1) After consulting most of the active Musher at the WC in Werfenweng about their opinion of abolition the disqualification for 2 years for all Musher started at the WSA Campionship. All of the about 70 interviwed Musher answerd positive. Hereby the SSD would like to requestion behalf of all Musher : 
to abolish this sanction and that from now on everyone is allowed to run all the Championship of the WSA; and also abolish the disqualification (for this sanction) from the last 2 years. So that all FISTC Musher are allowed to partecipate on the next FISTC Championships.

In any case a law cannot be retroactive so the sanctions will remain
      For the possibility for FISTC mushers to participate in WSA championships:

Voting results: against: 5; abstentions: 3; in favour: 10.

2) No obligation for the nosespray against kennelcough because this nosespray is on medical view not sensible. This vaccine is only working against very less bacterium and is not available in all countries. 


This was already discussed when examining the Austrian proposals. 

The Hungarian delegate had to leave the Assembly, from now on the total numbers of votes is 16
CIS Italy

Candidate the town of Chiomonte (TO) for WC Sprint 2013 and for the GA 2010

FIMSS Italy

1) The FIMSS withdraw its first motion.

2) The Sprint Race Rules „ A. point 7- Trail distances“ says „the start order for the category will be as follows....“. Sometimes, the organizers need to change the order because the trail/weather conditions advise it. In order to avoid protests against organizes, we ask to change:
Presente wording:

The start order for the categories will be as follows:.....

To propose change:

The start order for the categories should be as follows:.....
 
Voting results: against: 0; abstentions: 0; in favour: 16.

3) Motion 3 on trail distances was already dealt with. 

4)  Starting list of first day - It is not clear if exist a rule or a method used in order to prepare the starting list of the 1° day of the Championships. 


. In case of existence, we ask to publish it in the FISTC Race Rules. 


. If not, in order to avoid bad misunderstandings, we ask to use a random system that prepares the list and that list should be 
printed in the presence of a “ members delegate “. 


. The FIMSS – FCI Division is ready to gift to the FISTC and to all members a computer program that does it.
The  method to prepare the starting list of the first day is already in the FISTC Race Rules. It is quite simple, as those musher who finished at the first three places (podium) of the previous two FISTC championships when they did not change category are starting first, and then all other participants in each category are sorted out (usually at random by a computer).
The starting order cannot be sorted out at the delegates meeting as the delegates want and need to have the starting lists at the meeting. This work with starting order is done the day before. 
Dog-pass release: 

5) Doesn’t exist a “dog-pass release “ rule/set of rules, the dog-pass are released by the FISTC’s members that are meantime checked and inspectors of themselves. Sometime this “hole” of the rule create confusion and suspects: we are pleasure to remember that run with dogs not in conformity it is a “ sporting fraud “. In order to avoid it, we propose a specific point of rule/set of rules that have to foreseen: 

 . clear guidelines for the dog-pass release; 
Guidelines about dog passes and how they should be released will be attached at the minutes of GA
. every FISTC members have to communicate the person/persons delegate to sign the dog-passes 

. sign an assumption of responsibility from the member and the dog-pass’ release delegate: 

1. In case of at least two dogs not in standard with a dog pass-signed from a person, that 

person cannot release dog-passes anymore; 

2. In case of at least four dogs not in standard, the FISTC member will be suspended for one 

year  

In this case the club will be fined ( € 300)

6) Anti-sporting behaviour : 

Anti-sportive behaviours are very bad for the sport, immediately after the dogs’ injured are the most bad thing that  can happen in a race/championship. Anti-sportive behaviour include also false accuses without proofs. Almost each sports foresees of a minimum fixed penalty in case of anti-sport behaviours. 

We ask to add in the Race Rules, under “A point 2 “ or in other appropriated points, these sentences. 

. Anti-sporting behaviours are very bad for the sport and the musher must maintain a correct 

behaviour against dogs and all the other participants. 
The senteces will be added 
. Important anti-sporting behaviours will be punished with at least one year of disqualification.
The GA was against this proposal.
7) Dropped dogs not in standard 

In order to avoid that someone can purchase dogs dropped, due to in not conformity to the FCI standard that  cannot run anymore and in order to give a service to the organizers we ask to the members: 

To create a simple database in the FISTC Web-site where check the microchip number: if the dog has been dropped the system will show a simple “ X-red ” without other information. FIMSS-FCI Division already have these web-pages and can gift to the FISTC in order to set up this control. 


Voting results: against: 0; abstentions: 0; in favour: 16.  Adopted.
8) Race rules

In order to introduce a common minimum standard for the Championships, we ask to the board to consider to extend the race rules or create a specific set of rules with guidelines for at least these items: 
 
Minimum wide trail for each speciality: sprint-middle distance-long trail 

Minimum and maximum average elevation for each speciality as above 

Timekeeping: primary and backup ( see point before mentioned ) 

Timekeeping. Lately we have seen in many competitions the use of " Microchip timekeeping ". It allows to manage the times of the competitors in a better way than the Photocells or other systems and it allows to follow the competition much better from the spectators and media point of view because it allows to record the intermediate performance of a team in real time. Otherwise it's very boring for the spectators and media who don' t know what happens during the competition . The sleddog sport is not very spectacular for the " In Live " TV transmissions, with the " microchip timekeeping " and the intermediate times we can have more opportunities . We ask to the FISTC to support this kind of system in Sprint Championships. 

After discussion, it was stated that the minimum wide trail should be about 3 m. with some exceptions when a particularly short part of a trail may be less, to cross a river or go through a wood. 

The minimum average elevation should be zero... while in some MD/LT races the maximum may reach 1 800 m. or more. 
For the issue Timekeeping, we do not have enough money yet and that can be left to the organizers.   
MHSC Nederlands

1) Age of the running dogs, (exception for Austria) bring back to 15 months


It was decided last year, so we can discuss  the possibility of change only next year 
         2) Distances at EM/WM sprint championships


The issue was already dealt with.

         3) Size of dogboxes:

                      The issue was withdrawn.

   4) The dogboxsizes and the dogs including their chip-numbers have to fit. In case of remarks there is prove to look back, “is this box to small, or the dog to    big”?


Guust Zagers proposed to rewrite and make more precise the rules for the size of dog boxes in cars, trucks and trailers. He will propose to make it taking into account the maximum size of the standard and to add some 5%.
With regard to indicate the chipnumber of the dogs on their boxes, that may be done. 
         Motions 5, 6 and 7 were withdrawn.

8) Start a commission of wise mushers/ officials to improve the co-operation WSA/FISTC within two seasons.


During the GA the President shows a letter  from the WSA President  who agrees with the organisation of a meeting with the sled dogs commission of FCI, FISTC and IFFS. So the Board of the FISTC will continue to deal with that issue. 
9) European Cart race 2009 organized MHSC;  In Holland it is not allowed to race with the three wheel cart, we suggest to make a commission at the GA within people from MHSC to come a.s.a.p. to reasonable rules also for Holland, to make a long  story short “ we are proud to ban this typical three wheel carts, to light, unstable and hardly to break” so when Denmark etc, are coming with examples of safe three wheelers we like to discuss.       

The Board propose to limite the use of four wheels to the O category and use, as state on FISTC Rules, three wheels in other categories. MHSC will evaluate the proposal and soon come back with the possible cofirmation of the EC in Schoonloo.
10) Nasal spray, According to an independent vet there is no medical reason for this mandatory during the FISTC EC/WC, partly because the vaccine only works against some bacteria and it is not available in every country.


The issue was already dealt with. 

11) Because of the extreme rules this days in Austria we suggest not longer to organize FISTC championships in Austria


The GA unanimously was against that proposal 
The Slovenian delegate leaves the Assembly, from now on the total number of votes is 14

SAJPS  Slovakia

1) Open to a co-operation with WSA


This was already discussed when examining the Dutch proposals. 

2) To drop the „D“ class on European Championship in MD


Voting results: against: 12; abstentions: 1; in favour: 1.

3) To feel a crises and stagnation in FISTC.

In order to increase the number of partecipant for the the next season FISTC will organize again the EURO CUP FISTC in MD/LT.  The places and the dates will be communicate as soon as possible

9) Race Calendar for the season 2009/2010 and FISTC Championship 2010 and further on.
2009/2010

20th – 22nd   November 2009

European Championship Cart  MHSC   SCHOONLOO (NED) on three days, 20 
11th – 14th   February  2010
European Championship Sprint   SSVÖ   TAXENBACH  (AUT)  
18th – 21st   February  2010

European Championship MD-LT  SAJPS   ORAVSKA LESNA (SK) 
2010/2011

19th – 21st   November 2010

European Championship Cart  SSVÖ   REINGERS  (AUT)  on 19, 20 and 21 November 2010
The city of Donavaly requests if it would be possible to anticipate the Championship in Donovaly to 2011 because it will be the 20th anniversary of the first sleddog race in Donovaly.  The presidente of FIMSS will ask to the City of Tarvisio, in the region of Friuli  if it si possible to postpone for one year. 

No place is yet candidate for the EC MD/LT.
2011/2012 

If FIMSS can posticipate their championships sprint to help Donovaly, then the EC sprint 2012 will be organized in Tarvisio.

2012/2013

The World Championships sprint 2013 will be organized in Chiomonte (I)

10)  Establishment of the national contingent for the next championships.

	
	Cart 09
	Sprint 10
	MD/LT 10

	Austria 
	5
	15
	2

	Belgium 
	1
	1
	1

	Czech
	1
	8
	4

	Denmark
	
	3
	-

	France
	10
	20
	10

	Germany 
	5
	20
	2

	Hungary 
	-
	2
	-

	Italy CIS 
	-
	15
	3

	FIMSS 
	3
	8
	2

	Netherlands 
	40
	10
	1

	Romania
	-
	1
	-

	Slovakia SAJPS
	-
	10
	8

	Slovakia DONLY
	
	
	

	Slovenia
	2
	2
	1

	Switzerland CSCPT 
	?
	
	

	
	67
	115
	34



These are the numbers of the minimum participants from each country ! There may be more !
11) Place of the next General Assembly 2010.

The next FISTC General Assembly in 2010 will be organized in Italy. The dates will be 19 and  20 of June 2010
12) Establishment of the number of mushers per country.

Each member must indicate the number of mushers registered during the season.. 

	
	

	Austria
	52

	Belgium
	35

	Czech
	60

	Denmark
	19

	France
	502

	Germany
	229

	Hungary
	3

	Italy CIS
	48

	FIMSS
	50

	Netherlands
	40

	Slovakia Donly
	15

	Slovakia SAJPS
	53

	Slovenia
	7

	Romania
	3

	Switzerland CSCPT
	80

	
	

	
	


As there were no further issues on the agenda nor from delegates, 
The meeting was closed at 22:00.

