Report for 2006/2007 from the Technical Director for Cart Races – Gert Kronholm
This first year gave us the opportunity to evaluate the interest of having Cart Races in the FISTC, and thanks to our German friends led by Mr. Wolf Dieter Pölz, the first Championship was established.

In the weekend 9 – 10 of December 2006, Pullman City ll in Hasselfelde hosted a race with participants from 7 countries, and had a total of 76  mushers in all classes described in the Race Rules, but also in the Class Cani Cross. I mention this, because the board had decided not to have this class, as there are already organizations in Europe  taking care of this. On the other hand we learned, that it is maybe a very good idea to have it after all.
The Race was pretty well organized, and placed in a hilly area in a former Russian Military Camp now rebuilt as a Western Town.
The trail itself was not the very best, and did not follow paths or roads all the time, but crossed open fields with grass, and the roads were filled up with old roof parts, broken bricks and other things – to my opinion not a trail of the right quality, but on the other hand I did not see any dogs with bad feet.
Never the less the race took place with only one accident, when Hagen Müller in the very first curve hit a big stone with his open team, was injured and had to go to the hospital for treatment. He has recovered from the bruces on his hands and did well in Auronzo. 
The results of the race have been published on the FISTC Website, and I do not need to bring  them here, but do congratulate all the winning teams.

Just before the race, Board members controlled dogs, papers and equipment, and ofcourse we did this in a more loose way that normally, as the mushers should now meet other – and new Race Rules, with regulations for – among other things – weight of the Carts.

We must say, that not all the Carts did meet the Rules, but we tried to guide in the right direction, that everyone could have a good time.

Our director for animal welfare – Guust Zagers – was around trying to find good types of Carts, that the Board could later recommend, and during our Board meeting in Auronzo we talked about the possibility of  bringing  forward drawings/pictures of such types of Carts on the Website.

The idea is to phase in such types over a certain span of years, and it is a wish that those carts can also bring back a dog in a basket – perhaps foldable. 

At this GA we present a new and revised set of Rules for Cart Races as an appendix to the normal Sprint Rules, as there are so many things in common, and I should very much like a lively debate on this basis enabling the FISTC to bring forward these for all our member clubs. 

Finally I will once again express our hope that  many mushers may be interested in coming to Denmark in November to participate in the very first European Championship for Carts, and I thank the members of Board for a very good cooperation in this season.

